
 

EUCEN, the European Association for University Lifelong 

Learning, is the largest European multidisciplinary 
Association in University Lifelong Learning. EUCEN has 212 

members from more than 40 different countries, including 
universities, higher education centres and 22 Regional and 

National Networks. 
 
 

What does EUCEN do?  

 Lobby – we have regular contact with the European Commission to promote university lifelong 

learning 

 Create Networking opportunities between institutions and national networks 

 Organise Conferences twice a year 

 Provide a resource centre on Lifelong Learning through a website with a fortnightly newsletter 

 Organise Study visits and exchanges in European countries and worldwide 

 Connect a large number of experts in university lifelong learning 

 Promote lifelong learning by collaborating with associations such as EUA (European University 

Association) and through it to Rectors, EAEA (European Association for the Education of Adults) or 

EUCIS-LLL (the European Civil Society Platform on Lifelong Learning)  

 Provide reciprocal membership with other national and international networks and associations, for 

example AUCEN, AUPEC, DGWF, EAEA, EDEN, FACE, UALL, UCEA, … and individual members 

representing informal networks 

 Provide Institutional membership to enable all staff of an institution to participate in activities 

 Support groups of members with particular interests wanting to develop project ideas 

 EUCEN acts as partner in projects led by members and help them finalise and fund their projects 

 EUCEN involves members in its European projects: strategic projects, influencing European policy 

and operational projects, at institutional level. In 2007, 80% of EUCEN income is to be used for 

project partners, most of them members of EUCEN 
 

STRATEGIC PROJECTS OPERATIONAL PROJECTS 

BeFlex, a Socrates project, which has mapped 

the development of university lifelong learning in 

the reformed structure of higher education 

qualifications (the Bologna process), reported to 

the European Commission for the review of 

progress at the meeting of the Bologna Ministers 

in London in 2007, and to other key policy makers 

and stakeholders. It has promoted debate on 

ULLL and the Bologna process for the future. 

http://www.eucen.org/beflex.html  

 

EQUIPE, http://equipe.up.pt, a three year 

Grundtvig 4 project network, aimed at 

institutional development. It created a web-

based toolbox of materials and services for 

enhancing the quality of university lifelong 

learning. The work of this project currently 

continues with another Grundtvig 4 project 

network: EQUIPE Plus. http://www.equipeplus.org 

DOLCETA (Development of On-Line Consumer 

Education and Tools for Adults) is a long term 

project (2004-2010) financed by DG SANCO.  It 

is developing a series of on-line modules of 

consumer education that can be used directly 

by consumers and/or by teachers and trainers 

of adults.  It is now also developing a module to 

support teachers of young children, 

adolescents and adults to promote the 

development of informed and responsible 

consumers and sustainable consumption at all 

ages.  

http://www.dolceta.eu/ 

 

 

The Association Project is core funding 

received from the European Commission that 

helps EUCEN to provide the management and 

communications infrastructure for our 

Association, necessary to achieve our 

objectives. It supports the management of our 

membership records and EUCENews, the 

meetings of the Steering Committee and of the 

national networks, conference workshops, 

study visits and the development of our website 

and the new observatory. EUCEN has received 

this grant every year since 2003. Only 11 other 

associations in Europe receive this type of grant 

from the European Commission. 

 

TRANSFINE and REFINE are examples of EUCEN 

co-ordinated strategic projects. These projects 

proposed a European architecture for the 

recognition of non-formal and informal learning 

that would foster trans-national and trans-

sectoral collaboration. We then tested the 

methods recommended and developed a set of 

European tools - Validpass - to build 

understanding of and confidence in the 

practices and procedures involved. 

http://www.transfine.net  

http://www.eucen.org/refine.html 
 

EUCEN is open to ideas to develop activities and services, meet changing policies 

and address its membersõ needs to open avenues for lifelong learners 
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What are the benefits for you and your institution? 
 

Being part of an active network 
 

 Find other members that share your interests 

 Dynamically distribute news and information to LLL professionals in more than 700 higher education 

institutions in Europe 

 Organise European events and manage invitation lists with the Executive office of EUCEN 

 Get advice and best practice for expanding lifelong learning in your institution 

 Each network or association with reciprocal membership offers advantages to EUCEN members 

(e.g. free places at UCEA conference for two members per year...)  

 Have a discount on EUCENõs Conferences. Conferences are the opportunity to network, 

disseminate, learn about a topic of interest, and about the host university  

 Get a special discount on selected journals 

 Whenever possible EUCEN offers travel grants to universities which find it difficult to attend events 

without support  
 

Promoting policy and best practice with usé 
 

 Exchange knowledge and become an active part in shaping lifelong learning policies: We 

regularly consult our members to relay and strengthen their arguments for university lifelong 

learning in institutions, at national and European level  

 EUCEN develops joint activities with EUA, giving a perspective on university LLL in relation to 

Bologna follow-up meetings,  and contributes to EUA conferences 

 Propose your university as host one of our conferences and take advantage of EUCENõs presence 

to promote your universityõs lifelong learning activities 

 Access all the information published on our web site and newsletter, to know what is going on in 

member institutions, the EU, national networks, projects... and soon get free access to a web-

observatory on Lifelong Learning 

 Request individual study visits to other institutions or be part of a group study visit. EUCEN can also 

identify experts to visit your institution to speak on a particular topic 
 

Being involved in existing projects: 
 

 Know the results of projects in advance of publication 

 Have the opportunity to shape European policy and future calls 

 Get the views of the Commission in relation to future calls 

 Participate in projects: attend meetings and workshops; be an expert and receive information 

about emerging results 
 

Accessing opportunities to be part of project proposals: 
 

 EUCEN will inform you of all new calls for proposals that might be of interest to you 

 Be a full partner in projects led by EUCEN; we give priority to our members in proposals 

 Have EUCEN as a partner in your project to take any role that would be useful to you: EUCEN 

provides expertise, experience and management of dissemination (ADD Life! Project - University of 

Graz); acts as Scientific Coordinator (EQUIPE -University of Porto); or as external evaluator (DISCO)... 
 

Getting support for your projects to succeed: 
 

 Transform your idea into a granted project with EUCEN core team advice and guidance for 

submitting a successful bid  

 Participate in workshops on writing successful projects 

 Find the right partners for your project and test your proposal 

 Find experts,  evaluators and any other contacts 

 Find ideas for projects 

 Be part of support groups to develop other membersõ ideas 

 Get a EUCEN small grant allocated to groups of members working on ideas to develop projects 

 
 

For a very low Institutional Membership fee: 420û per year 

an unlimited number of staff in your institution can  benefit from these services  

 

 

 
For more information, contact the Executive Office of EUCEN 

executive.office@eucen.org 

http://www.eucen.org 


